COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING IN YOUR HOME MUNICIPALITY
Screening for colorectal cancer reduces mortality from colorectal cancer. In addition, cancer is easier to treat and
causes less human suffering when it is detected early. For these reasons, the EU also recommends screening for
colorectal cancer.
In Finland, a new screening programme for colorectal cancer was launched in 2019. In the future, the screening will
expand into a national programme where everyone between the ages of 60 and 74 years is invited every two years.
The Ministry of Social Affairs and Health supports the programme. To assess the impacts of screening, the Finnish
Cancer Registry is doing a study called Launching and Evaluating Colorectal Cancer Screening.

WHY ARE YOU ASKED TO TAKE PART?
This year, your municipality of residence is among the first to offer colorectal cancer screening to its residents.
Between 2021 and 2022, men and women aged 60, 62, 64, 66 and 68 years old are invited to the screening. That’s
why you, too, have received the enclosed invitation and the screening test. Taking part in the screening is voluntary.
MEDICAL HISTORY
Enclosed is a form requesting background information important for carrying out the screening. This information
can be used, for example, to check the screening interval or to organise further examinations. We hope you will
answer the questions and return the completed form to the screening laboratory together with the screening test.
Answering the questions isn’t required in order to take part in the screening. Taking part in the screening is
important even if you don’t answer the questions.

Thank you for your cooperation!
Nea Malila,
Director, Finnish Cancer Registry

WE’LL BE HAPPY TO TELL YOU MORE
If you have questions about taking or returning the screening sample, you can
contact the Fimlab Customer Service: Seulontalaboratorio Fimlab Laboratoriot Oy
seulonta@fimlab.fi, tel. +358 3 311 74445 Monday to Friday 8-16

www.colorectalscreening.fi
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PURPOSE OF COLLECTING DATA
The data accumulated in the Finnish Cancer Registry’s study called Launching and Evaluating
Colorectal Cancer Screening are registered in the Cancer Registry. The data are used to evaluate
the implementation of the screening programme and the impact of screening on colorectal
cancer mortality. Based on the data, effort is made to improve the effectiveness of screening, for
example by targeting screening or further examinations on the basis of various background
factors. The data are being used to devise a well-functioning screening!
DATA WE COLLECT AND THEIR PROCESSING
IThe Cancer Registry collects information on invitations to screening, participation, screening
test results, further examinations, and the medical history you provide. All information stored for
the study is protected in the Cancer Registry. Once the screening for colorectal cancer has
become established as a national programme, the data will be transferred to the screening
register.
The data may only be used and released for statistical and scientific research purposes, with
appropriate permits. The results are always presented so that the answers of individual
respondents cannot be identified. Screening information is combined with data from the
Population Register Centre and Statistics Finland on the basis of research permits. The right to
process your personal data is based on Finnish law and on scientific research and statistical
purposes in the public interest, as referred to in the EU General Data Protection Regulation.
The privacy notice for personal data is available on the website www.syoparekisteri.fi/seulonta/
suolistosyovanseulonta.
YOUR RIGHTS
You have the right to be informed whether your personal data are processed in the study, and
which of your personal data are processed in the study. If you wish, you may also request a copy
of your personal data that are processed.
Taking part in the screening and providing medical history data are voluntary. You may also take
part in the screening without providing any medical history data. All information is kept
confidential and treated with absolute confidence. Taking part in screening or any medical data
you submit do not affect the health services you receive. The data are not used for automatic
decision-making or profiling.

